
www.britishorienteering.org.uk

Annual Report
2014

More People, More Places, More Podiums



Contents
Chair’s Report         03

Membership & Participation       04

Chief Executive’s Report        06

Finance & Funding         08

Development & Increasing Participation      10

Coaching & Volunteering        11

Major Events          12

Talent & Performance        14

Roll of Honour         16

Junior winners, 
British Orienteering 
Championships



3

Chair’s Report 

During 2014 we had some further changes in the composition of the Board.  I’d like to start by thanking outgoing 
Director and Vice Chair Scott Collier for his excellent contribution and support.  We also welcomed onto the 
Board a third Independent Director, Rosie Williams.  That appointment brought us to the end of the transition 
period started at the 2013 AGM, when we agreed to have Independent Directors on the Board.  We now have three 
Independent Directors and six member elected Directors on the Board, with a good mix of backgrounds, skills and 
experience.

In 2014 we continued to be fi nancially supported by Sport England, Sport Northern Ireland and Sport Scotland (which directly 
supports the Scottish Orienteering Association), for which we are very grateful. I should also mention Event Scotland, without 
whom we could not host the forthcoming World Orienteering Championships (WOC) in Scotland.

Preparation for WOC continued with 2014 being the last full year of planning and organising, not just of the orienteering races, 
but also of the tremendous amount of other associated activity that will support them.  The volunteer organising team continues 
to grow, locally in Scotland and across the UK, and detailed discussions have been ongoing to ensure the event is a huge 
success.

Of course our elite athletes also continue their preparations for WOC and other major international competitions. It was great to 
see GBR success in 2014 on the world stage across a variety of disciplines (Mountain Bike-O, Trail-O and Foot-O) and across a 
wide range of age categories. 

The International Orienteering Federation (IOF) held its biannual General Assembly at WOC 2014 in Italy, and I represented 
British Orienteering.  Among a variety of business we were pleased to welcome new countries into the Federation, either as full 
or associate members. Orienteering continues to expand around the world and the IOF has a strong ambition for it to play a 
larger part on the world sporting stage.
 
As in 2013, there continued to be some changes of British Orienteering staff in 2014, which saw the departure of several staff. 
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank them all for their contributions over the years and wish them well in their new roles. As 
a consequence, it’s also been a year in which we’ve welcomed several new staff. Some turnover of staff in an organisation is a 
good thing as it allows new ideas to be brought in and fresh approaches to meeting the needs of the sport and the members.  
However, it also places a burden on our Chief Executive to undertake the induction of the new team members.  I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank Mike Hamilton and all the British Orienteering staff who have worked extremely hard during the 
year to provide an excellent service to our clubs and members.

The offi ce move towards the end of 2014 was one of a number of actions 
we have taken to ensure we have a sustainable cost base, in the 
face of possible future changes in funding levels.  
We continue to look at all opportunities to ensure 
we have an effi cient National Governing Body 
for the benefi t of members and the sport and 
you’ll see the detail of how we allocate the 
budget elsewhere in the Annual Report.

Towards the end of 2014 we held 
another very successful Club and 
Association Conference.  This year’s 
theme was “Local Events”, where 
we heard from a number of excellent 
speakers about how their clubs have 
successfully grown the number of 
club members and participants in 
their local events and activities.  I’m 
sure there is a good opportunity to 
spread these examples of success 
across all clubs in support of the ongoing 
growth of the sport in the UK.

Finally, thanks very much to everyone who has 
volunteered in any way in running orienteering 
clubs, activities, events and competitions during 
the year.

By Martin Ward, Chair

Scott Fraser in 
the Sprint fi nal

British Orienteering 
Championships 2014

WOC 2014 Relay
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 Membership & Participation

Membership
Membership of British Orienteering increased from 10,022 members in 2013 to 10,328 members in 2014, showing an overall 
3% increase.  Since the changes to the membership scheme in 2013 we remain confi dent that the majority of our members 
are active orienteers. Increased communication with members continues to actively encourage members to renew their 
memberships online. Our challenge is still to look at ways to make membership of British Orienteering more attractive to 
ensure more of our participants convert to members.

Participation
In 2014 we began to work more closely with some partners including local authorities, adventure holiday companies and outdoor education 
centres. To try to give you a fuller picture of participation we have broken the data down in a way that enables you to compare 
year-on-year what events and activities clubs do whilst developing a picture of the orienteering taking place with the partners with whom we 
are working.

2014 saw a slight decrease in event participation from 180,951 in 2013 to 173,839 in 2014. This can largely be explained by the signifi cant 
impact of participation at the Scottish 6 Days every other year but even taking this into account shows a trend of a slight decrease in event 
participation. The number of events organised also fell signifi cantly from 1,927 in 2013 to 1,751 in 2014.

Participation at events is also changing with participant runs at event Levels A, B, C, D being 10%, 19%, 25% and 45% respectively. When 
activities are included the ratios for participation for event Levels A, B, C, D and activities become 8%, 14%, 19%, 34% and 28% respectively.

The work with partners has been signifi cant although obtaining and validating the data returns has been challenging. Participation in Xplorer 
has trebled and is the basis for much of the work delivered with partners. Partner delivery brought in over 130,000 validated participant runs.  
In reality there is signifi cantly more but they have not been included due to validation issues.

Overall there has been a signifi cant increase in participation from 283,852 in 2013 to 392,548 in 2014, an increase of 38%.  However, this 
hides a fall in participation for both events and activities organised by clubs.

Event Participant Runs 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
Senior Member 96,881 126,923 119,160 115,830 113,365
Senior Non-Member 8,801 9,266 9,349 13,356 9,821
Junior Member 43059 47,142 41,595 38,593 37,820
Junior Non-Member 8630 14,803 14,905 13,076 12,833
Total Event Participants 157,321 198,134 185,009 180,951 173,839

Number of Events 1,755 2,034 1,928 1,927 1,751
Average per Event 90 97 96 94 99

The fi gures in brackets are for non-club activities

Activity Participant Runs 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
Senior Member 12,334 15,830 16,798 18,430 17,576
Senior Non-Member 4,517 (464) 7,822 (1,967) 9,281 (3,255) 19,199 (13,029) 9,125
Junior Member 6,995 10,195 12,430 10,195 5,817

Junior Non-Member
27,409 
(5,185)

22,224 (6,192) 23,607 (6,002) 44,725 (22,737) 26,907

Total Activity Participants
51,255 
(5,649)

56,071 (8,150) 62,116 (9,257) 92,549 (35,766) 59,425

Number of Activities 2,417 2,422 3,084 3,371 3,145
Average per Activity 21 23 20 27 17

In 2014 we also received some participation data that was not broken down into Senior and Junior.

2014

Non Club Activities (Junior & Senior) 103,876
Club Activities inc POCs (Junior & Senior) 27,756
Total Junior & Senior Participant Runs 131,632

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
Total Number of Participant Runs 208,576 254,205 247,125 283,852 392,548

By Jennie Taylor, Marketing Manager

Xplorer 2013 2014
Total Xplorer Participants Run 9,250 27,652



JK 20 14 Men’s Relay Team 
Winners: Murray Strain,  
Oleg Chepelin & Hector Haines

WOC 2014
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Chief Executive’s Report

The decision to relocate the National Offi ce was taken when the availability of suitable offi ce space became 
available in the Matlock area at the right price. Other options had been seriously considered for some time as a 
move to Manchester, Sheffi eld or Loughborough could have brought added benefi ts associated with being nearer 
to other national governing bodies of sport and services. Ultimately the cost of these options proved high at a time 
when we are looking to reduce overheads to enable us to operate more cost effectively. The new National Offi ce is 
certainly fi t for purpose being approximately half the size of the old offi ce in Darley Dale whilst reducing the costs 
by about two-thirds; a signifi cant saving.

The last six months of 2013 into 2014 saw a big turnover of staff; recruiting, appointing and inducting new staff has taken 
considerable time. Hopefully we now have a staff that have settled down and will remain consistent for a period.

Partner funding drove several programmes and you can read more about these in this report. Activity in 2014 also highlighted 
the need for a review and update of the Strategic Plan for Orienteering. Work on this commenced in 2014 and will continue into 
2015 with various consultations taking place with members and other groups.

Whilst Annual Reports often highlight the achievements it is worth noting a number of failures in 2014:

a) The failure of the RunChallenge initiative designed to bolster participation (and eventually membership) from people aged 
14 to 26. Whilst the original initiative was probably right the delivery by external partners did not meet expectations.

b) Improving our support of volunteers by delivering the outcomes of the Volunteers Needs Workgroup did not progress as we 
would have liked.

c) Aspects of our support for the training and qualifying of coaches as identifi ed by the Coaching Needs Workgroup was 
delayed by matters external to British Orienteering.

All of the above have been moved forward to be addressed in the work programme for 2015.

Writing this report is one of the few opportunities I have to say thank you to Martin Ward as Chair, Judith Holt as Vice Chair and 
Bob Dredge, Treasurer. They all do a great deal of voluntary work on behalf of the organisation and life would be considerably 
harder without them. A big thank you is also due to the Board that provide the top level strategy within which we work and the 
senior volunteers I work closely with in a multitude of ways and who are rarely mentioned. Of course the staff I work with on a 
daily basis and I certainly recognise and appreciate their continued enthusiasm and hard work on behalf of orienteering. I am 
fortunate in that much of what I do is to delegate and keep the team working by solving problems and helping staff overcome 
challenges; the rest of the staff and volunteers do the hard work.

Area     2014 Achievements

Membership Membership grew slightly from 2013.

Membership services were delivered successfully and cost effectively; feedback was generally positive.

Development 
& Increasing 
Participation

Club based participation was at a similar level to 2013; considering 2013 was boosted by participation 
in the Scottish 6 Days this is a considerable achievement on the part of clubs and volunteers staging the 
events and activities.

Increased participation based on Xplorer, to almost 30,000, tripling participant runs in Xplorer related 
activities since 2013.

The number of external partners delivering orienteering related activities doubled.

Relationships between British Orienteering, outdoor education centres and a number of national partners 
were established and are benefi cial to both parties.

Participation in total across our spheres of infl uence rose considerably in 2014.
Volunteers A frustrating year as resources and other priorities prevented signifi cant progress being made to deliver 

the outcomes of the Volunteer Needs Workgroups.

New delivery models were successfully trialled for developing coaches.

By Mike Hamilton

MORE PEOPLE, MORE PLACES, MORE PODIUMS    WWW.BRITISHORIENTEERING.ORG.UK
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Major Events The JKs/BOCs were delivered successfully under the partnership agreements.

A successful and well received Major Events Conference was delivered.

Preparations for WOC 2015 continued with delivery in August 2015 getting ever closer.

Talent &  
Performance

Funding targets were hit and achievements are recorded elsewhere in this report.

Consultation with athletes, personal coaches and other interested parties took place to review and 
improve the talent programme for 2015; changes include improving communications and working more 
closely with the regional squads.

Consultation with athletes and others that might be involved in WOC 2015 took place; there was little 
consensus over some matters, but buy-in for the process.

Governance The ‘Green’ status of our Finance & Governance practices, required by funding partners, was maintained.

Work commenced to review and update the strategic plan for orienteering.

Club & Association Conference staged focused on reviewing trends in developing participation and 
engaging participants through marketing.

National Office 
Support

Relocation of the National Office was successfully completed.

Finance and administrative support was delivered cost effectively.

Audited accounts were completed and British Orienteering addressed the issues raised by the auditors in 
their ‘key issues memorandum’.

Marketing Communications with members were improved with the response being positive.
Work to support the work programmes was considerable with Xplorer in particular requiring considerable 
resources.

Commercial Several commercial partnerships were developed that are mutually beneficial and which should generate 
considerable income over the next few years.

Agreement reached with a partner to provide kit for the 2015 talent and performance programme.
British Orienteering takes a number of steps to ensure that the development of commercial activity can 
continue within parameters agreed by the Board.

2015 Objectives

To grow the membership by an amount to be determined.

To review and update the Vision, Values and Strategic Plan for Orienteering and engage closely with members and other 
groups as a part of this process.

To work with clubs and volunteers to improve the marketing of events and activities.

To increase the number and geographic spread of partners delivering recognised orienteering activities and events.

To deliver the outcomes of the Volunteer Needs Workgroup and enhance support for volunteers in general.

To improve the provision of coaching and the support for coaches.

To improve the training and support for organisers of events at all levels.

To promoting the UK Orienteering League.

To achieve medals and top 10 places at the WOC and the JWOC.

To deliver a WOC that is recognised as being successful by the athletes and partners involved.

To retain partner funding and increase the generation of income from commercial activities.

Additionally British Orienteering staff will be working to meet contractual targets with a number of funding partners.  
These targets are available on the website.
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 Finance & Funding
By Bob Dredge, Treasurer

Finance
This report seeks to give a brief overview of the formal end of year accounts and fi nancial position and also adds a 
little detail on the sources and applications of our funds.

Firstly it should be noted that the statutory accounts have been audited and passed, without comment, by our auditors. There 
were no audit fi ndings of any signifi cance. They made no recommendations for changes to our accounting practices other 
than comment, as they must and do each year, which we are reliant on a few members of staff. They did note that we have 
attempted to spread some of these duties to reduce our operating risks. Full copies of the accounts will be available on the 
British Orienteering website or before Friday 13 March 2015.

It should also be noted that, in essence, we have two sets of income and expenditure. The main part is that granted by Sport 
England and Sport Northern Ireland to fund specifi c and clearly defi ned programmes of performance and participation. These 
monies cannot be used at the discretion of British Orienteering once the agreements that provide the funds are signed. We are 
clearly responsible for using and accounting for them as directed and agreed by the funder. They cannot be diverted to other 
programmes or uses.

The second element is the funds generated through our activities and used to support the broader membership and sport.

Grant related income was £616,950, with £527,028 from Sport England, £89,928 from Sport Northern Ireland. This is all spent 
and committed to these programmes. It should be noted that these grant giving bodies do accept that there is an element of the 
funding that covers offi ce and overhead costs and thus supports the administrative infrastructure. Total income was £1,091,599.

For 2014 the Board agreed a revenue budget that allowed for an in year loss of some £43,000. This was to be covered from our 
reserves and essentially was in part to make monies available to support the WOC squad in preparation for 2015, and to fund 
the initial period of employment of a Commercial Manager before any income fl owing from their activities could be realised.

The actual end of year position was a defi cit of £15,395. This better than budgeted performance arose from the following main 
areas:

• A better than budgeted income from Major Events, especially the JK
• A series of unplanned staff changes in year that led to savings against budget
• Trading and commercial income exceeded the forecast
• Reduced offi ce costs even after allowing for the one-off cost of our offi ce relocation

The main areas of sources and uses of the discretionary British Orienteering funds were:

 £’000 Income £’000 Expenditure loss(-) / gain(+)

Membership/Clubs 46.8 48.8 -2.0

Event levy 114.4 0.0 114.4

Major Events 206.3 177.4 28.9

Athletes contributions 48.4 48.4 0.0

Other own income 58.8 0.0 58.8

TOTAL BOF funds 535.7 335.6 200.1

Use of funds   
Governance  19.4 -19.4

Development  21.2 -21.2

Performance  31.1 -31.1

Promoting the sport  8.4 -8.4

Salaries and staff 
expenses 111.9 220.8 -108.9

Finance costs 7.9 3.1 4.8

Offi ce non pay  31.3 -31.3

Total BOF Spend 119.8 335.3 -215.5

Year-end defi cit   -15.4

Table 1: British Orienteering Funds - Source and Use

MORE PEOPLE, MORE PLACES, MORE PODIUMS    WWW.BRITISHORIENTEERING.ORG.UK



The income from members more or less covered the 
direct cost of servicing them. This covers the cost of 
Focus, the website and membership administration. 
Event levy incomes, at £114,400 was nearly £5,000 
less than in 2013. Most of this appears to be due to 
the curtailment of events during the inclement and cold 
early part of the year. Major Events made a significant 
contribution and exceeded the budgeted target. As part 
of the agreement with Sport England our athletes who 
benefit from their programmes are required to make 
a contribution towards the cost of their programmes. 
This came to £48,600 in 2014. Lastly other income – 
commercial and educational activities bought in income 
of £58,800 compared to £42,960 in 2013.

The main areas where we spent this are named in the 
Table 1. Salary costs are not apportioned across the 
activity areas as staff outside the Sport England funding 
block tend to be multifunctional. However, they do 
undertake some work in support of the Sport England 
activities and a contribution from the grant funds of 
£111,900 has been agreed to recognise this.

Financing costs include interest – both received and 
paid – bank charges, corporation tax and depreciation. 
Interest received has fallen from £12,284 to £7,865. 
This is not because our reserves and bank balances 
have reduced significantly but that previous fixed rate 
investments had matured in year and could not be 
replaced with similarly good interest rates.

Taken together this all comes to the in-year deficit of 
£15,395. The consequence of this is that our overall 
reserves have been reduced by that amount and now 
stand at £498,578 – as shown on the balance sheet. At 
this level they still give us a cushion of nearly £130,000 
over the level that our formal reserve policy requires us 
to have.

Other balance sheet items show that our tangible 
assets – mainly equipment and furniture have increased 
to £8,529, largely because of the re-equipping of the 
new offices. Our current assets are also significantly 
increased to £208,565 and creditors have also 
increased to £503,048. The significant changes here 
relate to the flows on income and costs associated 
with WOC, which whilst the transactions have taken 
place the event is not until 2015 and will be accounted 
for then. The actual sums we have in the bank, after 
the movement of the £200,000 from a non-bank 
investment to the bank line is actually increased by 
£20,343.

In summary whilst we did incur an in-year deficit we 
do have sufficient reserves to sustain it and remain 
in a relatively healthy financial position. We have two 
significant risks in the near future that could have a 
direct impact on our position. These are our share of 
any deficit arising from the hosting of WOC in 2015 
and the uncertainty over Sport England’s approach 
and policy on funding minority sports after 2017 – a 
subject currently out to consultation. On this basis we 
are currently investing to try to increase our income 
although we recognise that this position cannot be 
sustained indefinitely. Due in part to this investment the 
2015 budget is planned to produce another in-year 
deficit. We are monitoring this situation and may need 
during 2015 or in 2016 to return to at least a balanced 
position until these risks are resolved. We recognise it is 
not appropriate or prudent to continue to incur in-year 
deficits year on year which will inevitably run down the 
reserves to an unacceptable level.

Murray Strain in  
the WOC 2014  
Sprint final
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Development and Increasing Participation

The start of 2014 saw new staff joining British Orienteering to deliver the increase in participation identifi ed in the 
Whole Sport Plan 2013-17 in England including myself being last in place in April. Tom Brown and Tim Herod joined 
Rachel Atherton as Participation Offi cers North West and East Midlands respectively. Natalie Weir (nee Shaw) and 
Dan Riley both assumed new roles as National Participation Managers. The team have worked hard to understand 
the products and how they can best be implemented to deliver our targets with Sport England whilst benefi ting the 
wider sport. As staff have adapted to their new roles 2014 continued to be a year of transition whilst delivering the 
Community Orienteering + programme. This transition also included the broadening of the development team’s 
scope to include a wider variety of initiatives.

We are extremely grateful for the help and assistance provided to us by clubs; coaches; volunteers and partners in delivering the 
programme. Without this support the programme would not be in the position that it is in currently.

Xplorer
2014 saw signifi cant expansion of Xplorer focused in our priority regions of the 
North West, North East, Yorkshire and Humber and East Midlands. The programme 
utilises local delivery partners to provide the capacity to deliver over 1,000 events in 
2014. Local delivery partners have diversifi ed as the team seek to identify the most 
appropriate partners to deliver and this year have included local authority departments 
including sports development, children’s services and park ranger services; leisure 
trusts; county sport partnerships; volunteer groups; private organisations and national 
trust sites.

Xplorer continues to receive quality feedback from our partners: 

“Xplorer is so much fun for families with young children it gets them out and 
running with a fun challenge.” 
Denise Larrad, Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council

And also from participants with 100% respondents to our end of summer survey 
stating they would recommend Xplorer to a friend. 

“Opportunity to see bits of the park we wouldn’t normally, children loved the 
challenge, interesting animal facts – all fantastic! We loved it.” 
Derbyshire Xplorer Participant, Mum of three

57% indicated that they would like to try a traditional orienteering event after 
attending Xplorer. 

This year has seen the team have links with clubs where Xplorer is being delivered and encourage transition from Xplorer to local 
events. I am pleased to report that we have seen this having success with small numbers.

“Orienteering is something I would love to be involved in and get my children interested in. The Xplorer event provided me and 
my family with the fi rst stepping stone to get involved and give me the confi dence to try a club event.” 
Sarah Harvey (Mother of two) Xplorer and MDOC introductory event participant

Xplorer continues to grow with the creation of Xplorer Schools being a focus for Natalie Weir in the second half of 2014. The 
school resource for Early Year’s Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 children will provide schools with sessions and ideas for 
delivering cross curricular lessons using orienteering.

Outdoor Activity Centres
Our work in 2014 has led to developing partnerships with a wide number of outdoor activity centres as we seek to understand 
the breadth of people’s experience of orienteering. Early indications suggest that the outdoor industry introduces over 500,000 
people to orienteering each year. Recognising the importance of a good fi rst experience of the sport in potential recruitment of 
new participants, Dan Riley has spent substantial time in 2014 developing relationships with a variety of centres across Britain. 
We have learnt a lot about what outdoor centres use orienteering for and what they want to achieve in delivering orienteering to 
their groups.

This work with outdoor centres has led to the creation of a recognised centre scheme which will launch in 2015. The aim of the 
scheme is to support centres to deliver course outcomes identifi ed by their clients through high quality orienteering delivery.

Run Challenge despite positive feedback from participants continued to struggle to attract participants and the team are 
exploring different delivery mechanisms in 2015.

Northern Ireland
2014 saw British Orienteering securing signifi cant funding from Sport Northern Ireland to deliver increased membership and 
participation in Northern Ireland over the next four years. This is an extension of previous funding, lending a new focus to the 
work of Conor Fadian and mirroring the work in England to encourage regular orienteering in community settings. 

By Craig Anthony, Head of Development

MORE PEOPLE, MORE PLACES, MORE PODIUMS    WWW.BRITISHORIENTEERING.ORG.UK
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Coaching and Volunteering

Volunteering
Volunteers are essential to the survival of the sport and as a 
governing body we are exploring additional ways to ensure 
volunteers are valued and supported to provide the excellent 
service that they do. 

Capacity challenges in 2014 meant that some of the actions 
identifi ed in the Volunteer Needs Workgroup Action Plan are 
behind schedule.  However, work on a number of areas has 
started towards the end of 2014 and will likely be delivered in 
2015.

Considerable work did take place during 2014 to raise 
awareness of the action plan and the importance of 
recruiting and developing volunteers.

Coaching
Some of the challenges raised in previous years regarding 
the cancellation of organised courses has meant that coach 
education changed signifi cantly in 2014. There was a move 
away from courses planned by the National Offi ce and other 
delivery methods were explored including mentored tutoring. 
This meant that the number of coaches has continued to 
increase but at a slower rate than in previous years. There 
was also a push to encourage coaches with orienteering 
knowledge to start at UKCC Level 2 which focuses on a 
series of linked sessions rather than one-off sessions and enables the coach to lead sessions rather 
than being an assistant coach as with Level 1.

There are currently 1,191 qualifi ed coaches registered with British Orienteering. The UKCC Level 1 and 2 numbers demonstrate 
a signifi cant increase in the number of qualifi ed coaches over 2014. 

Current members with coaching qualifi cations:

646 qualifi ed under the “old” scheme (not 
UKCC) and this number breaks down to the 
following:
Level 2 321
Level 3 243
Level 4 66
Level 5 16

The remainder (545) qualifi ed under the 
UKCC scheme and break down as:
UKCC Level 1 491
UKCC Level 2 53
UKCC Level 3 1

There are also a number of coaches who have 
completed the training but have not yet been assessed.

In addition tutors ran 70 Teaching Orienteering courses, 
62 Part 1 and 8 Part 2 courses in 2014, supporting 
those with teaching, coaching or instructing skills to 
deliver orienteering.

JK 2014

World TrailO 
Championships 2014

Xplorer Participants

Lakes 5 Days last 
control and run to 
the fi nish

Urban Event
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2014 Major Events

2014 has been an exciting year, having been directly involved with all the British 
Orienteering partnership Major Events and experiencing them fi rst hand.  
I have had a very warm welcome from all the volunteer organising teams when 
conducting site visits at the venues and attending meetings.

British Orienteering Night Championships
A wealth of experience from Mole Valley Orienteering Club (MV) made it a successful 
event in Ashdown Forest, offering expanses of runnable heathland and woodland, with 
plenty of ‘brown’ features and few paths.

Buff and Petzl continued to support this event by providing prizes.

Jan Kjellstrom Festival of Orienteering 
Returned to Wales after some sixteen years and the Welsh Orienteering Association 
(WOA) clubs took on this huge task, with the welcomed involvement of Bristol 
Orienteering Klub and Leicester Orienteering Club taking on a day’s organisation each. 

Good Friday saw Swansea University and Singleton Park bathed in sunshine helping to create a brilliant festival atmosphere for 
the record number of competitors at a Sprint/Urban event.  The festival then moved to an exposed col that would be home for 
Easter Saturday and Sunday, the original arena had to be moved out of a large quarry when it was discovered peregrine falcons 
decided to nest close by. Merthyr Common hosted the Long Distance courses and the fi rst International Orienteering Federation 
(IOF) World Ranking Event (WRE) Middle Distance for Elites, on Day 2. Mynydd Llangynidr hosted the Long Distance courses 
and the second IOF WRE, on Day 3. The limestone terrain was similar for both days, characterised by pits, small and large 
depressions.  Easter Monday rounded off the JK weekend at Pwll Du for the Relay day, high and treeless moorland shaped by 
manmade spoil heaps from recent coal and iron works.

The JK received good media coverage with Swansea radio interviewing Sally Pygott & Kris Jones, Swansea Bay Orienteering 
Clubs Publicity Offi cer on Heno a Welsh language TV station discussing orienteering and the event, articles in local newspapers 
and ‘What’s On’ Guide.

British Orienteering Long & Relay Championships
For the North East Orienteering Association (NEOA) clubs a return to Thrunton Woods, this special forest was the natural choice, 
combined with Callaly to provide a challenging Long Distance Championships.

The spectacular and scenic view, from the Relay arena of the border with Scotland and Cheviot summit, allowed spectators a 
clear view of orienteers up and over the cropped grass of Chesterhope Common and Cragg Estate.

British Orienteering Sprint and Middle Championships
A departure from the normal scheduling of the British Sprint & Middle Championships saw these take place in early September, 
benefi ting from the longer daylight hours and thankfully another dry and warm weekend.

Potteries Orienteering Club (POTOC) coped admirably with any constraints and challenges faced when using Keele University 
campus.  The area allowed fast running around unusual campus buildings using a new map for an area not used for orienteering 
since 1993.

Walton Chasers Orienteering Club (WCH) staged a great event. Chetwynd’s Coppice and Brereton Spurs provided a technical 
challenge for all with its mature, runnable woodland and intricate contour detail.

Event Senior Junior TOTAL

British Night Championships 227 29 256

British Sprint Orienteering Championships 567 229 796

British Middle Distance Orienteering Championships 646 307 953

JK Weekend - Day 1 – Sprint 1,578 602 2,180

JK Weekend - Day 2 2,157 778 2,935

JK Weekend - Day 3 1,913 766 2,679

JK Weekend - Day 4 – Relays 1,356 309 1,665

JK TrailO 96 7 103

British Orienteering Championships 763 292 1,055

British Relay Championships 498 221 719

TOTAL 9,801 3,540 13,341

Tessa Hill at 
BMOC 2014

By Sally Pygott, Major Events Manager 
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Major Event Finances
The partnership Major Events have achieved more than the £25,000 income to British Orienteering, and thanks must go to the 
accurate budgeting of each of the event organising teams. A summary of each of the Major Event finances is below:

Major Events 2014

TOTAL 
Expenditure

TOTAL 
Income

Surplus British 
Orienteering 
Profit Share

Club/Association 
Profit Share

JK 2014 £97,672.23 £142,183.09 £44,510.86 £29,673.91 £14,836.95

British Long & Relay 
Championships 2014

£35,498.32 £35,468.70 -£29.62 -£29.62 £0.00

British Sprint 
Championships 2014

£7,418.92 £12,774.00 £5,355.08 £3,570.05 £1,785.03

British Middle 
Championships 2014

£8,883.38 £16,467.17 £7,583.79 £5,055.86 £2,527.93

TOTAL £149,472.85 £206,892.96 £57,420.11 £38,270.20 £19,149.91

UK Orienteering League 2014
2014 attracted 2,669 British Orienteering members and 99 clubs to the 19 competitions.

The winners of each age class are:

M/W Name Club Points Name Clubs Points

16 Harrison McCartney OD 490 Emma Wilson CLYDE 492

18 Michael Adams SYO 493 Natalie Beadle LOC 474

20 Andrew Lindsay ESOC 410 Zoe Harding EUOC 449

21 Joe Taunton NOC 449 Helen Hanstock ERYRI 366

35 Geoffrey Ellis RAFO 496 Janine Inman FVO 496

40 Roger Goddard FVO 495 Amanda Crawshaw EPOC 473

45 Jon Cross FVO 481 Kate Charles WCOC 474

50 Quentin Harding SROC 495 Susan Harding SROC 473

55 Mark Saunders BOK 498 Jackie Hallett BOK 494

60 Alun Jones TVOC 494 Stella Lewsley BL 497

65 Peter Gorvett SYO 496 Miriam Rosen SROC 489

70 Tom Edelsten CHIG 486 Ruth Rhodes SO 475

75 Andrew Gregory MDOC 490 Hilary Simpson OD 490

80 David Parkin DVO 438 Ursula Oxburgh WAOC 495

85 Richard Arman WSX 200 Pat Grenfell BOK 150

Rank Club Points

1 BOK 5954

2 SYO 5953

3 OD 5896

The 2015 UKOL Schedule can be found at: www.ukorienteeringleague.org.uk

Major Event Officials Conference
The purpose of this year’s Major Event Officials Conference was to facilitate the transferring of Good Practice and Lessons 
Learnt from British Orienteering Major Events: the JK and British Championships, from 2014 to 2015 and 2016 in order to stage 
the best possible event for participants. Thanks to all the volunteers who once again have given their time to attend and to all 
the speakers for making it such an interesting and informative weekend.

52 individual delegates (including speakers) attended the Major Event Officials’ Conference held at the Holiday Inn, 
Derby-Nottingham on 26th & 27th September 2014.

Rules
Thanks must go to Carol Edwards for collating the requests for rule changes and obtaining details on what exactly is being 
requested, why and what support there is for the request, during 2014. Thanks also to Helen Errington for writing the words to 
go in the rules.

Any amendments and changes to the British Orienteering rules are available on the British Orienteering website:   
www.britishorienteering.org.uk/page/rules 

13



14

Talent and Performance Programme 

2014 WAS A YEAR OF SUCCESS, REVIEW AND CHANGE.

OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENTS OF 2014

Two of the highlights of the year have been:
Zoe Harding’s podium place in the Middle race at JWOC in the Samokov area of Bulgaria. 
Zoe completed her A levels in the summer of 2013 and then dedicated the next 12 months 
to being the best she could be at JWOC 2014. Working part time and concentrating on her 
orienteering training paid dividends as she achieved her highest ever places in the Sprint race 
and the Middle race fi nishing 11th and 6th respectively. Zoe now moves into the senior age 
group and will be looking forward to her prospects for the future. 

Cat Taylor’s Bronze medal at the European Championships in the Palmela area of Portugal. For 
Cat, this was her fi rst medal in a major championship and although she felt it was unexpected, 
like Zoe, she put this performance down to hard work and good training.

International Competition Results from 2014
British Orienteering continued to develop athletes and deliver the objectives of the Talent 
Development and Performance Programme. A review of the performances of British Orienteering’s 
athletes at major international events this year included the World Orienteering Championships 
(WOC), the European Orienteering Championships (EOC), the Junior World Orienteering 
Championships (JWOC) and the European Youth Orienteering Championships (EYOC) highlights that the outcomes 
set by British Orienteering have been achieved as have our targets associated with funding for the 2014 period.

WOC:  Top 20’s – Hector Haines (12th) Middle Distance. 
Tessa Hill (12th) Sprint, Claire Ward (12th) Middle Distance, 
Murray Strain (13th) Sprint, Kris Jones (18th) Sprint, 
Catherine Taylor (19th) Long Distance, Graham Gristwood 
(20th) Long Distance. Additionally, Tessa Hill, Murray Strain, 
Kristian Jones and Catherine Taylor fi nished in 6th place in 
the Sprint Relay; Tessa Hill, Claire Ward and Catherine Taylor 
fi nished in 6th place in the women’s forest Relay and Scott 
Fraser, Hector Haines and Graham Gristwood fi nished in 7th 
place in the men’s forest Relay.

EOC: One Bronze medal – Catherine Taylor in the Long 
Distance. Top 10’s – Kristian Jones (6th) Sprint, Tessa Hill 
(9th) Sprint. Top 20’s – Graham Gristwood (16th) Long 
Distance, Murray Strain (20th) Sprint. Additionally Graham 
Gristwood, Ralph 

Street and Scott Fraser fi nished 7th in the men’s Relay and Tessa Hill, Hollie Orr and Catherine 
Taylor fi nished 15th in the women’s Relay.

JWOC: Top 10’s – Zoe Harding (6th) Middle Distance.  Top 20’s – Julie Emmerson (11th) 
Middle Distance, Zoe Harding (11th) Sprint, Alexander Chepelin (17th) Middle Distance. 
Additionally Katie Reynolds, Rhona McMillan and Tamsin Moran fi nished 10th and Julie 
Emmerson, Lucy Butt and Zoe Harding fi nished 11th in the women’s Relay whilst Alexander 
Chepelin, Ciaran Allen and Aidan Smith fi nished 20th in the men’s Relay. 

EYOC: Top 10’s – Aidan Rigby (10th) M16 Long Distance. Top 20’s – Fiona 
Bunn (13th) W16 Long Distance, Pippa Dakin (15th) W16 Sprint, William Rigg 
(20th) M18 Long Distance. Additionally Pippa Dakin, Emma Wilson and Fiona 
Bunn fi nished 6th in the W16 Relay; Megan Carter Davies, Alice Rigby and 
Sarah Jones fi nished 9th in the W18 Relay;  Alex Carcas, Harrison McCartney 
and Aidan Rigby fi nished 10th in the M16 Relay and Dane Blomquist, Joe 
Woodley and William Rigg fi nished 12th in the M18 Relay.

By Jackie Newton, Performance Manager

MORE PEOPLE, MORE PLACES, MORE PODIUMS    WWW.BRITISHORIENTEERING.ORG.UK

Zoe Harding after 
the medal 
ceremony

The WOC 
2014 team

Graham Gristwood 
in the Long distance 
race

Tessa Hill in 
action at 
WOC 2014

Hector Haines 
gets to sit in the 
leader’s chair

Kris Jones at the 
end of the mixed 
Sprint relay



The British team also had a successful trip to the 
Czech Republic for the World Universities Orienteering 
Championships (WUOC) which is held every two years. 
The British team did particularly well in the men’s Sprint 
race where Kristian Jones and Jonathan Crickmore fi nished 
11th and 12th respectively and Peter Hodkinson fi nished 
19th. Jonathan Crickmore also fi nished 15th in the Long 
Distance race whilst Lucy Butt fi nished 17th in the Middle 
Distance race. Kristian Jones, Peter Hodkinson and Jonathan 
Crickmore fi nished 4th in the men’s Relay; Charlotte Watson, 
Lucy Butt and Rebecca Harding fi nished 9th in the women’s 
Relay and Kirstin Maxwell, Peter Hodkinson, Lucy Butt and 
Kristian Jones fi nished 7th in the Sprint Relay.

Review
Much of the ground work to modernise and update the 
programme had already been done over the last few years 
and has resulted in targets being surpassed and high levels of 
performance. I would like to thank Sarah Hague, Talent and 
Performance Programme Manager from 2012 to 2014 for her 
hard work and vision that established a robust and modern 
programme and placed it in a strong position from which to 
move forward.

On Sarah’s departure a signifi cant review was undertaken and 
the improvements in the programme recognised. As is always 
the case the review highlighted where signifi cant improvements could take place, particularly around communication, recognising the work 
and potential of the athletes’ personal coaches and working to integrate more closely the work of the Junior Regional Squads and the talent 
programme.

Looking forward into 2015
Based on the outcomes of the review the 2015 Talent and Performance Programme will comprise of three squads plus a ‘Watch squad’.

• Talent Squad: Athletes that are ready to progress to in-depth specialisation and master the sport-specifi c skills necessary to become top 
10 performer at World Championships

• Development Squad: Athletes who are developing their ability to deliver top 20 performances at the World Orienteering Championships in 
two to fi ve years-time

• Performance Squad: Athletes who are working towards delivering medals and Top 10 performances over the next one to fi ve World 
Orienteering Championships

• Watch Squad: Athletes who are either just outside the criteria for inclusion into the squads or are unable or not wishing to accept their 
place in the squads at this time

After working as the National Talent Development Coach for almost 
three years, I took on the role of Performance Manager on 
1 November. Since then, we have recruited to fi ll the coaching and 
support services required for the programme. These are:

• Physical Conditioning Coach (Consultant) - Paul Murgatroyd

• Technical Talent Coach (Consultant) - Mark Nixon

• Development & Performance Coach (Consultant) - Liz Campbell

• Assistant Programme Coach - Ed Nicholas

Also in the team we have Kim Baxter, Physiotherapist and Dave 
Rollins, Team Manager. I am very pleased to be working with the 
expertise that we now have within the team.

2015 is set to be an exciting year that will stay with us for many 
years to come. WOC 2015 is a once in a lifetime opportunity and 
just as London 2012 continues to inspire, so too will Inverness 
2015. We will be working extremely hard to ensure that we 
maximise the opportunity and support the athletes to perform to 
their full potential in 2015 and onwards not only at WOC but across 
the full range of development and performance opportunities.

I would like to congratulate the athletes and their personal coaches 
whose achievements and success in training and competition in 2014 
have contributed to British Orienteering achieving our targets and for 
increasing our 2015 prospects. Thanks also goes to the Chief Executive, 
the Chair and the Board of British Orienteering for their continued support of 
the programme and our funding partners for their guidance in developing our talent 
pathway plans. 15

Fiona Bunn, Pippa Dakin 
and Emma Wilson

The British Team at the 
European Youth Orienteering 
Championships 2014



Roll Of Honour 2014
Award Winners

University Club of the Year University of Bristol Orienteering Club

Silva Award for Services to Orienteering Carol McNeill

Senior Orienteer of the Year (Mike Wells – Cole Trophy) Catherine Taylor

Junior Orienteer of the Year (Silva Statuette Trophy) Zoe Harding

Senior Best Improved Orienteer of the Year Hector Haines

Junior Best Improved Orienteer of the Year Julie Emmerson

Position Athlete Championship Discipline

3rd Catherine Taylor European Orienteering Championships Long

6th Zoe Harding Junior World Orienteering Championships Middle

12th Hector Haines World Orienteering Championships Middle

11th Julie Emmerson Junior World Orienteering Championships Middle

World Masters Orienteering Championships
Nick Barrable: M40 Gold (Sprint), Gold (Long), Peter Gorvett: M65 Silver (Sprint),  
Ursula Oxburgh: W80 Bronze (Sprint), Bronze (Long).

British 
Championships

Long Middle Sprint Night Relay

Senior Men
Graham Gristwood 
(FVO)

Kris Jones (SBOC) Murray Strain (INT)
Graham Gristwood 
(FVO)

INT 

Senior Women Claire Ward (ESOC) Tessa Hill (HOC) Tessa Hill (HOC) Jenny Peel (SYO) EUOC 

Junior Men Aidan Smith (OUOC) Dane Blomquist (BAOC) Aidan Smith (SYO)
Zachary Field 
(SHUOC)

MDOC 

Junior Women Zoe Harding (SROC) Zoe Harding (SROC) Zoe Harding (SROC) Zoe Harding (SROC) LOC

British Trail O Champions  (Open), (Paralympic) British Trail O Championships postponed to March 2015

JK Champions Individual Sprint Relay

Men Hector Haines (INT) Peter Hodkinson (NOC) INT

Women Claire Ward (ESOC) Tessa Hill (HOC) SYO

UKOL Top Score
Men Women Club

Mark Saunders (BOK) Stella Lewsley (BL) BOK

Home Internationals Junior – Scotland Senior – England Veterans – England

CompassSport Cup BOK CompassSport Trophy FVO

Yvette Baker Trophy DEVON Jamie Stevenson Trophy MAROC

Junior Inter Regional SOA Peter Palmer Junior Relay OD

BSOC 
Winning 
Schools

Primary Middle/Prep Small Secondary Large Secondary

St Andrews C of E, 
Halstead, Essex

St Andrews School, 
Pangbourne     

Clayesmore School, 
Dorset

Banchory Academy, Aberdeenshire

MTBO Killian Lomas & Corrine Parsons (Sprint), Al Powell & Angela Brand-Barker (Middle), Andrew Windrum (Long).  
Emily Benham: World MTBO Champs, Silver (Middle), Bronze (Sprint). MTBO World Cup Winner.

Mapping Awards Winner

Walsh Best City/Sprint Map Simon Errington

Chichester Trophy for best map by an amateur mapper Peter Hornsby


